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A very warm welcome to The Writers’ Conference 2021. We have a programme packed with 
provocative discussion, useful workshops and practical advice, as well as two keynote speakers 
to inspire us all. The conference is run by Writing East Midlands and for 2021 we are working in 
partnership with the University of Lincoln, who are providing the digital infrastructure to make 
this happen. 
  
There are 4 sessions a day between Thursday and Saturday, with 3 sessions to finish off the 
conference on Sunday, all scheduled with regular breaks in-between. In addition, we also have 
new evening and social events taking place, including ‘The Elevator Pitch’, ‘The Saturday Share’ 
and our Megaphone sessions on social media.  
 
We encourage you to network and connect with other writers at the conference as you would 
do in previous years, and don’t worry if you miss anything, full conference pass holders will be 
able to re-watch certain sessions with our replay passes.   
 
The most important thing is that you enjoy the conference. This is for your writing. 
This is your tribe and we are so glad you are here. 
  
- The WEM Team 
  
P.S if you’re enjoying the conference and want to let us know, or want to share anything with us, 
you can do so on Twitter or Facebook. 
  
Twitter - @WritingEM - use the hashtag #WEMCONF21   Facebook - WritingEM 

WELCOME TO 

THE WRITERS’ CONFERENCE

2021



KEYNOTE SPEAKER
ROGER ROBINSON

Roger Robinson is a writer who has performed worldwide, an 
experienced workshop leader and winner of the T.S. Eliot Prize 2019. 
Chosen by Decibel as one of 50 writers who have influenced the black-
British writing canon. His latest collection ‘A Portable Paradise’ was a 
New Statesman book of the year. He was shortlisted for The OCM Bocas 
Poetry Prize, The Oxford Brookes Poetry Prize, highly commended by the 
Forward Poetry Prize and has toured extensively with the British Council.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
KERRY YOUNG

Kerry Young is the author of three novels: Pao -which was nominated 
for the Costa First Novel Award and the Commonwealth Book Prize- 
Gloria and Show Me A Mountain. She is a Reader for The Literary 
Consultancy, an Arvon Foundation tutor and Project Fellow at the 
Royal Literary Fund.



PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE

10:30 - 
11AM

Panel  
discussion

Creative Writing in 
Communities

12:00 - 
1PM

Panel 
discussion

The Long and Short of It:
Writing Short Stories

2:00 - 
3PM Workshop Rising Stronger with Dr Andy Cope

4:00 - 
5PM Talk Troubadour Self Publishing: 

From Manuscript to Market

7PM - 
8:30PM

Keynote 
speech Kerry Young

DAY 1 - THURSDAY 8TH APRIL

10:30 - 
11AM

Panel  
discussion The Power of Poetry

12:00 - 
1PM

Panel 
discussion Writing for Children and Young Adults

2:00 - 
3PM Workshop The Odyssey: Finding Your Way Through 

Writing

4:00 - 
5PM Talk Ready, Steady, Pitch: Preparing Your Manu-

script for Publication

7PM-
8PM Pitching The Elevator Pitch

7PM-
? Social The Friday Night Social

DAY 2 - FRIDAY 9TH APRIL



10:30 - 
11AM

Panel  
discussion Writing Time

12:00 - 
1PM

Panel 
discussion Making Money from Your Writing

2:00 - 
3PM Workshop Using Psychology to Create 

Compelling Characters

7PM - 
8:30PM Networking Kerry Young

DAY 3  - SATURDAY 10TH APRIL

10:30 - 
11AM

Panel  
discussion From Page to Stage (or Shelf) 

12:00 - 
1PM

Panel 
discussion

Level Up meeting the expectations of disa-
biled writers 

2:00 - 
3PM Workshop Space to Shine 

4:00 - 
5PM

Keynote
speech Roger Robinson 

DAY 4 - SUNDAY 11TH APRIL

Megaphone

Megaphone talks and performances will be streamed 
daily throuhgout the conference, discussing topics and 
issues facing writers today and showcasing 
creative writing projects throughout the East Midlands 
region. Details will be shared on social media.

MEGAPHONE SESSIONS



DAY 1 - THURSDAY 8TH APRIL

CREATIVE WRITING IN COMMUNITIES PANEL DISCUSSION
10:30 - 11:30am

Working as a writer in the community brings its own rewards and challenges, particularly 
in the past year. It can be a very lucrative way of not only sustaining a living, but also 
building a wider audience for a writer’s work. Join our panel of professional writers as 
they share their experiences of working within different community settings and the 
lessons they have learned.  

Chair: Leanne Moden
Panel: Jamie Thrasivoulou; Andy Barrett; Michelle Hubbard

THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT: WRITING SHORT STORIES PANEL DISCUSSION
12:00 - 1pm

Writing short stories can develop creative and critical skills, build portfolios and 
further your understanding of different genres and potential readerships. Providing 
opportunities for paid commissions, competitions, and work with professional editors. 
Join three professional writers as they discuss their different approaches to this writing 
discipline, and how you can break into this market. 

Chair: Alex Davis
Panel: Giselle Leeb; Shreya Sen-Handley; Dan Powell

MEGAPHONES TALK SESSION 
1:15pm

Check out the WEM social media pages for this Megaphone session, discussing topics 
and issues facing writers today. 

@WRITINGEM  #WEMCONF21
 /WRITINGEM
 WRITINGEASTMIDLANDS



RISING STRONGER WORKSHOP
2 - 3pm

Based on the science of human flourishing, this session is evidence-based but with the 
big words surgically removed and replaced with common sense, doable principles and 
great fun. The challenge is quite straight-forward; it’s about raising your ‘new normal’ to 
world class. Dr Andy Cope will share some top tips that will boost your energy, creativity 
and wellbeing.

Dr Andy Cope is a best-selling author and happiness expert. He has written the ‘Spy Dog’ 
series for Puffin as well as a host of wellbeing books for adults, teenagers and children. 
‘The Happiness Revolution’ is due out in June and he’s currently co-authoring a children’s 
book with Bear Grylls.

With Dr Andy Cope

TROUBADOR SELF-PUBLISHING: FROM MANUSCRIPT TO MARKET TALK
4 - 5pm

Giving a general overview of the options an author can take if they decide to publish a 
book through the ‘self-publishing’ route and giving an explanation different services a 
company like Troubador can offer. Exploring the different areas you should consider if 
you do want to self-publish, and the skills you will need to do so. 

With Jonathan White

MEGAPHONES PERFORMANCE SESSION 
5PM

Check out the WEM Social media pages for this Megaphone performance session.

KERRY YOUNG KEYNOTE SPEECH
7 - 8:30pm

Kerry Young is the author of three novels published by Bloomsbury. Pao (2011), Gloria 
(2013), and Show Me A Mountain (2016). 

Kerry is a reader for The Literary Consultancy, a tutor for the Arvon Foundation and 
a Fellow on the Royal Literary Fund Fellowship Programme where she is writer-in-
residence at The University of Sheffield (2014-2016). She is also Honorary Assistant 
Professor in the School of English at The University of Nottingham and Honorary Creative 
Writing Fellow at the University of Leicester.



DAY 2 - FRIDAY 9TH APRIL

THE POWER OF POETRY PANEL DISCUSSION
10:30 - 11:30am

Poetry comes in many guises and our panellists are as diverse in their outlook and 
experience as they are in their style of writing. We ask them what it is about poetry that 
draws them to it, and how it informs their work in general. Can anyone learn to be a poet 
and can writing poetry make us better writers? 

Chair: Emteaz Hussain
Panel: Panya Banjoko; Sue Dymoke, John Berkavitch

WRITING FOR CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE PANEL DISCUSSION
12:00 - 1pm

Children and young adults can be the most rewarding, and in their own unique way, 
demanding of audiences.  But what makes a book stand out in this highly competitive 
genre? What particular considerations do you need to take into account when writing for 
this potentially lucrative market? Join our experienced panel to out what makes writing 
for young people so interesting.   

Chair: Jess Tickell
Panel: Gareth Peter; Kerry Drewery; Davinia Andrew-Lynch

MEGAPHONES TALK SESSION 
1:15pm

Check out the WEM social media pages for this Megaphone session, discussing topics 
and issues facing writers today. 

THE ODYSSEY: FINDING YOUR WAY THROUGH WRITING WORKSHOP
2 - 3PM

Using the ‘hero’s journey’, a template used by many novels, films and plays, this 
workshop will help you understand how you can draw on your own life experience to 
help inform and develop characters and plots. Delivered in an accessible and friendly 
way it is open to writers of any level. 

With Anthony Cropper



READY, STEADY, PITCH TALK
4 - 5pm

Preparation can be the difference between a book ‘making it’, and not. Aki Schilz 
discusses the importance of editing in this process, some simple tips and tricks, and how 
best to perfect your book pitch. Learn how to talk about your book in a clear way, and 
about how best to approach agents and publishers.  

With Aki Schilz

MEGAPHONES PERFORMANCE SESSION 
5PM

Check out the WEM Social media pages for this Megaphone performance session.

THE ELEVATOR PITCH NETWORKING
7 - 8pm

Step inside WEM’s ‘The Elevator’ a digital speed pitching event which gives delegates 5 
minutes with a publisher or producer from the East Midlands. A chance to practise your 
pitch, discuss your ideas and receive instant feedback on your next project. 

NB: Only available to delegates who hold full conference pass tickets. To apply for an 
elevator pitch session contact TWC@writingeastmidlands.co.uk before the 22nd March. 

In the elevator this year: Dan Webber, Anne Holloway, Paul Handley, Aoife O’Connor

THE FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIAL NETWORKING
7pm till whenever!

On the second night of the conference we encourage delegates to learn more about 
each other by visiting our online delegates list, find out who else is in attendance, who 
is working on what project, and track down the person who made that interesting 
comment in that panel. Why not drop them a line and say hello? You never know where 
it might lead… 



DAY 3 - SATURDAY 10TH APRIL

WRITING TIME PANEL DISCUSSION
10:30 - 11:30am

Writing narratives set in the past can be rewarding but challenging: 
How can you write about it authentically, especially if you have no links to the story in 
question? How do you balance factual accuracy with your narrative vision? Join our panel 
of professional writers to discuss these questions and to explore the impact of setting 
work in the past on both process and research.

Chair: Henderson Mullin 
Panel: Rebecca Mascull, Kerry Young, Jamie Mollart 

MAKING MONEY FROM YOUR WRITING PANEL DISCUSSION
12:00 - 1pm

In a literary world where professional writers are finding it harder to earn a living from 
their books alone, what are the other approaches that a writer can take to making 
money from their talent and craft? Join our panel of experienced writers to discuss 
creating your own opportunities, and exploring different ways of making money from the 
craft of writing.  

Chair: Carol Leeming 
Panel: Shreya Sen-Handley, Dan Webber 

MEGAPHONES TALK SESSION 
1:15pm

Check out the WEM social media pages for this Megaphone session, discussing topics 
and issues facing writers today. 

@WRITINGEM  #WEMCONF21
 /WRITINGEM
 WRITINGEASTMIDLANDS



USING PSYCHOLOGY TO CREATE COMPELLING CHARACTERS WORKSHOP
2 - 3pm

Kira-Anne Pelican reveals how writers can use psychological tools to create engaging 
characters, why the Big Five personality dimensions are a great basis for creating 
complex characters, and why the very best characters stay in our minds long after we’ve 
closed the page. For this rapid workshop, grounded in evidence-based psychology, bring 
ideas for your own character and prepare to put them through their paces!

With Kira-Anne Pelican

THE PUBLISHING PROCESS PANEL DISCUSSION
4 - 5pm

Is the process to publication different depending on what genre or discipline you write?  
How do the large publishing houses differ to the smaller independent presses, and what 
level of support can a writer hope to get from both? How important it is that you build 
your audience before receiving a publication deal? This is your opportunity to have 
questions answered by industry experts.  

Chair: Theo Jones 
Panel: Kate Barker, Oli Munson, Stuart Bartholomew, Juliet Pickering

MEGAPHONES PERFORMANCE SESSION 
5PM

Check out the WEM Social media pages for this Megaphone performance session.

THE SATURDAY NIGHT SHARE NETWORKING
7 - 8:30PM

The Saturday Share is an opportunity to share a piece of writing at our virtual open 
mic! Whether it’s poetry, prose, fiction or factual all is welcome in this supportive 
environment. 

To book a performance slot or to attend please email TWC@writingeastmidlands.co.uk. 
This event is being held on zoom, link to the session will be sent the day of the event.

5 minute pre-bookable slots available, on a first come first served based. All welcome, 
performance slots only available to delegates who hold full conference pass tickets.  



DAY 4 - SUNDAY 11TH APRIL

FROM PAGE TO STAGE (OR SHELF) PANEL DISCUSSION
10:30 - 11:30am

Representing The University of Lincoln, Chris Dows, Sue Healy and Guy Mankowski 
discuss their process from developing original ideas to working with agents, to final 
publication or script performance. 

Panel: Chris Dows, Sue Healy, Guy Mankowski

LEVEL UP PANEL DISCUSSION
MEETING THE EXPECTATIONS OF DISABLED WRITERS
12:00 - 1pm

The Social Model Writers Group was set up in Nottingham in 2016 to provide mutual 
support to disabled writers and a platform for further development. Three group 
members, all now published writers, talk about their own journeys as disabled writers 
and begin to generate solutions to enable more opportunities for disadvantaged people. 
How do we enable disabled writers to contribute on an equal basis? 

Chair: Trevor Wright
Panel: Maresa MacKeith, Neal Pike

MEGAPHONES TALK SESSION 
1:15pm

Check out the WEM social media pages for this Megaphone session, discussing topics 
and issues facing writers today. 

@WRITINGEM  #WEMCONF21
 /WRITINGEM
 WRITINGEASTMIDLANDS



SPACE TO SHINE TALK
ARTS COUNCIL ENGLAND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
2 - 3pm

In this session Literature Relationship Manager Peter Stones will give a detailed insight 
into the funding opportunities for writers with Arts Council England, covering both 
Developing Your Creative Practice and National Lottery Project Grants. Information will 
include how to apply, best practice in responding to the application forms, and case 
studies. The session is appropriate for prior and first-time applicants looking to apply for 
projects or development opportunities. 

With Peter Stones

MEGAPHONES PERFORMANCE SESSION 
3.15pm

Check out the WEM Social media pages for this Megaphone performance session, 
showcasing creative writing projects from across the East Midlands. 

ROGER ROBINSON KEYNOTE SPEECH
4 - 5pm

Roger is a writer who has performed worldwide and is an experienced workshop leader. 
He was chosen by Decibel as one of 50 writers who have influenced the black-British 
writing canon. He is an alumnus of The Complete Works. His work has appeared in The 
Guardian and The Poetry Review. His latest book A Portable Paradise was chosen as a 
New Statesman Book Of the Year. He has toured extensively with the British Council 
and is a co-founder of both Spoke Lab and the international writing collective Malika’s 
Kitchen. He was shortlisted for The OCM Bocas Poetry Prize, The Oxford Brookes Poetry 
Prize, highly commended by the Forward Poetry Prize and most recently became the 
winner of the T.S. Eliot Prize 2019. 



THE SPEAKERS
Aki Schilz ] Director of The Literary Consultancy. 
Named as one of the top 40 innovators in publishing 2018, shortlisted for the Women in 
Publishing Award 2019.

Alex Davis ] Literature Officer, QUAD. Associate Lecturer, University of Derby. 
Author, tutor and events organiser based in Derby. He has worked in literature around 
the East Midlands for 15 years.

Andy Barrett ] Artistic Director, Excavate
Playwright and academic whose theatre company Excavate works with people across 
the East Midlands to explore the histories, culture and identity of their communities.

Anne Holloway ] Founding Editor, Big White Shed
Poet and performer. Former co-director of Nottingham’s Mouthy Poets. Founding editor 
of Big White Shed, an independent publisher based in Nottingham.

Anthony Cropper ] Writer and Creative Writing Tutor
Novelist and short story writer. Winner of the Alfred Bradley Award for Radio Drama. 
Senior lecturer in Creative Writing at Nottingham Trent University.

Aoife O’Connor ] Assistant Producer, In Good Company
(She/her) Writer, poet, producer and performer based in Derby. BA Honours Degree in 
Creative and Professional Writing from the University of Derby. 

Dr Andy Cope ] Author and Trainer
Writer of a series of best-selling personal development books for Wiley and Hodder, and 
best-selling children’s author.

Carol Leeming MBE ] Poet Writer Director Dare to Diva Stage & Screen
Fellow of the Royal Society for the Arts. Cultural Olympian 2012, multi-award-winning. 
Poet, Writer/Director for Stage & Screen, Creative Writing Tutor and Publisher.

Dr Chris Dows ] Senior Lecturer in English and Creative Writing, University of Lincoln
Author of graphic novels, non-fiction and long and short form prose. Currently 
specialising in audio dramas for the Games Workshop Warhammer 40K franchise.

Dan Powell ] Author/Researcher in Creative Writing
Prize-winning author of short fiction, Doctoral Researcher in Creative Writing & First Story 
writer-in-residence. His collection Looking Out of Broken Windows shortlisted for the Scott Prize.



Dan Webber ] Poet, Producer and Event Coordinator
Award-winning LGBTQ+ poet & producer. Performed at Edinburgh Fringe, The RSC & 
Leicester Comedy Festival. His collection Genre Fluid is published by Big White Shed.

Davinia Andrew-Lynch ] ANDLYN – Founder / Literary Agent
ANDLYN is a boutique agency offering a tailored and intimate service with big ambition. 
She represents a focused list of children’s, YA and adult commercial fiction authors.

Emteaz Hussain ] Dramatist and Poet
produced work includes Strawberries (Royal Court Theatre), Social Distancing (Kali 
Theatre Solos, Crongton Knights (Pilot/UK Tour), Etching (The Break/BBC3). 
 
Gareth Peter ] Children’s Author
Author and stay-at-home dad, living in Nottingham with his partner, two huskies and 
their two adopted children. 

Giselle Leeb ] Writer, Assistant Editor at Reckoning Journal
Giselle Leeb’s short stories have appeared in Best British Short Stories 2017, Ambit, 
Mslexia, and Black Static. She is a Word Factory Apprentice Award winner.

Dr Guy Mankowski ] Writer and Creative Writing Lecturer, University of Lincoln
Novelist. Fellow of the Higher Education Authority.

Henderson Mullin ] Chief Executive of Writing East Midlands
Advisor for Arts Council England’s Cultural Olympiad, the Human Rights House Network, 
and FLUPP Literature Festival. Studying MA in Black British Literature at Goldsmiths.

Jamie Mollart ] Author
Leicestershire based writer. Member of the Climate Fiction Writers League. Amazon 
Rising Star, 2015. Kings of a Dead World will be published June 10 2021

Jamie Thrasivoulou ] Writer, Poet and Educator
Award-winning writer, poet, and educator, with over 9 years of experience as a facilitator 
in a variety of environments from primary schools to prisons. 

Jess Tickell ] Relationship Manager, Children, Young People & Learning, ACE
Before joining Arts Council England earlier this year, Jess worked for creative writing 
charity First Story and prior to that was Education Manager at Writing East Midlands.  



THE SPEAKERS (CONTINUED)
John Berkavitch ] Associate Producer for Apples and Snakes
Associate Producer for Apples and Snakes. AKA John Berkavitch. As Berkavitch he has 
toured poetry and theatre shows across 3 continents and is a former UK Slam Champion.

Jonathan White ] Sales and marketing manager, Troubador Publishing
More than 30 years experience  in many different areas of the book industry. Starting in 
retail, then publishing, where he has worked for a number of big-name UK publishers. 

Juliet Pickering ] Blake Friedmann Agent and Director
Represents a broad range of contemporary fiction and non-fiction. Her list includes Bolu 
Babalola, Kerry Hudson and Sue Moorcroft.

Kate Barker ] Literary Agent, Kate Barker Literary Agency
Has worked in publishing for over 20 years. Previously an Editorial Director for Penguin. 
Particularly looking for commercial and reading group fiction for adults.

Kerry Drewery ] Author
Award winning author of six traditionally published YA novels. Her latest The Last Paper 
Crane is part set in modern day Japan, and part at the time of the Hiroshima bomb.

Kira-Anne Pelican ] Author and Educator
Specialising in helping writers develop compelling TV series, films & novels through 
insights from evidence-based psychology. Author of The Science of Writing Characters.

Leanne Moden ] Poet, performer and Educator
Has performed at WOMAD, the Edinburgh Fringe, Sofar Sounds and Bestival. Latest 
pamphlet Get Over Yourself (2020) is published by Burning Eye Books in 2020.

Maresa Mackeith ] Poet
Poet, educator and activist who uses facilitated communication to create her work. Has 
published three books of collected essays and poetry.  

Michelle Hubbard ] Poet, Writer and Facilitator
Poet, writer, storyteller & facilitator. Founder member of Blackdrop spoken word night. 

Neal Pike ] Writer, Poet, Performer and Theatre Maker 
Founder of Tentacles, a disability writers collective.



Oliver Munson ] Literary Agent, A.M. Heath & Co
Literary agent and director at A. M. Heath & Co Ltd. His award winning client list focuses 
on commercial fiction and non-fiction. 

Panya Banjoko ] Freelance Writer and Poet
UK writer, poet and researcher. Her debut collection Some Things is published by Burning Eye 
Books. Panya is a multi-award winning poet and patron for Nottingham City of Literature. 

Paul Handley] Director, Bearded Badger Publishing
Director and Chief Bookworm at Derbyshire-based publisher, Bearded Badger 
Publishing, a small press focusing on promoting writers from the East Midlands. 

Peter Stones ] Arts Council England Relationship Manager, Literature
Supports artists and organisations to access funds and development opportunities. 

Rebecca Mascull ] Novelist
Author of historical novels. AKA Mollie Walton. Fellow for the Royal Literary Fund based 
at the University of Lincoln. She has a Masters in Writing. 

Shreya Sen-Handley ] Author, Columnist and Librettist
Author of three books with HarperCollins, the award-winning Memoirs of My Body, 
Strange, and the soon-to-be-published The Accidental Tourist.

Stuart Bartholomew ] Publisher, Verve Poetry Press/ Director, Verve Poetry Festival
Verve Poetry Press is an independent press that focusses on publishing poets of all kinds 
- writing in all forms - in colourful ways. 

Sue Dymoke ] Poet and Researcher
Associate Professor at Nottingham Trent University where she leads Young Poets’ Stories 
research project. Her third collection is What They Left Behind (Shoestring Press, 2018). 

Dr Sue Healy ] Playwright and Lecturer, University of Lincoln
Award-winning writer and playwright. Lecturer at University of Lincoln, Literary Manager 
at the Finborough Theatre, London.

Theo Jones ] Contracts Advisor, Society of Authors
Works to support the organisation’s core mission of protecting the interests and 
furthering the rights of authors at all stages of their career. 

Trevor Wright ] Trevor Wright; Autistic EBE: InSight Autism
Poet, performer & specialist trainer & consultant on autism, co-chair of the DHSC Autism 
Strategy Board & Social Care Task Force Autism. Director of Derby Poetry Festival. 



WRITING EAST MIDLANDS

Writing East Midlands is the literature development agency for the region, funded (in 
part) by Arts Council England. We support writers at various stages in their careers, 
connecting them with opportunity, and helping them to help themselves.

We do this by running workshops and writing courses, arranging mentoring 
relationships and manuscript appraisals, offering one-to-one career development 
sessions, organising conferences and helping with events around the region.

In partnership with a range of cultural organisations, we encourage relationships 
between writers and communities by running residencies in all sorts of settings.

We run young writers groups in every region of the East Midlands.

We also run the Aurora Prize for Writing - a national writing prize, and the Solstice Prize 
for Young Writers.

WRITING SCHOOL EAST MIDLANDS

Writing School East Midlands offers day and short courses in a wide range of genres 
and forms - from novel writing to short stories, theatre to poetry, as well as an array of 
nuanced courses looking at specific elements of the craft.

Our tutors are renowned, professional writers and performers - that is what sets us 
apart and has helped many students on the road to success.

View the full range of courses at WWW.WRITINGSCHOOLEASTMIDLANDS.CO.UK

WWW.WRITINGEASTMIDLANDS.CO.UK

@WRITINGEM  #WEMCONF21
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THE UNIVERSITY OF LINCOLN
A Gold Standard University

Students are at the heart of everything we do at Lincoln, from award-winning teaching 
to great industry links and outstanding student experience. 

The University of Lincoln is home to a vibrant international community, and students 
from more than 100 countries.

The University of Lincoln prides itself on the quality of its teaching, which is reflected in 
our Gold award in the national Teaching Excellence Framework.

SCHOOL OF ENGLISH AND JOURNALISM

George Orwell once wrote: “If liberty means anything at all, it means the right to tell 
people what they do not want to hear.” Most famous today as the author of novels, 
Orwell also worked for many years as a journalist.

Some of the best creative writers also sought to bring their stories to a wider public 
through the mass media, something that we celebrate here at Lincoln. For students 
on our courses in English, Journalism, Creative Writing and Public Relations, the 
opportunity to shape our understanding of the world through our words and stories 
is the most important skill for the 21st century. Creativity with the School of English 
and Journalism unsurprisingly is captured within the spoken and written word. 
Storytelling is key to everything we and our students do.

Amongst our academics are internationally-recognised researchers and practitioners; 
some are award-winning journalists and leading authors. The School has a strong 
research culture and hosts regular research seminars in literature and writing, as 
well as a programme of lectures by visiting professionals from the journalism and PR 
industries.

The Poet Laureate, Dame Carol Ann Duffy, has been Visiting Artist with the School for 
the past three years and is just one example of the vibrant community of scholars, 
writers and practitioners who have contributed to this dynamic and growing School. 
Orwell may have been writing in the aftermath of World War II, but in an age of fake 
news his words resonate more than ever. 

WWW.LINCOLN.AC.UK


