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Writing East Midlands Mentoring Scheme 2022  

EASY READ 

 

Mentoring helps writers to develop their craft and learn about 
the publishing market they hope to place their work in. 

3 writers will be chosen for the scheme each year. 

Chosen writers will be matched to a professional writer who will 
work with them for an agreed period of time, between 6 months 
and 12 months. 

The scheme aims to help writers to develop their work to a 
publishable standard.  

 

Writers chosen for the scheme will receive: 

 

• Mentoring sessions and guidance on their work with a 
professional writer 
 

• 5 mentoring meetings, to be taken over a period of 6 
months to a year, either via zoom or face-to-face 
 

• A free year’s membership to the Society of Authors  
 

• Career development sessions with Writing East Midlands  
 

• Access to professional development workshops with 
Writing East Midlands 
 

• A free place at our Writers’ Conference. 
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The Mentoring Scheme is free. 

 

Due to a high number of submissions, we cannot offer 
individual feedback on submissions. 

15 applicants who are not chosen for an interview, but show 
promise, will receive a free critique on their submitted work. 

 

Submission Guidelines  

 

Writers must have a significant piece of creative writing they 
are already working on.  

If chosen, a mentor will offer constructive criticism and support 
to help improve and complete the work. 

This scheme best suits emerging writers able to display real 
commitment.  

The mentoring scheme is also for established writers in one 
form who are looking to develop their writing in different forms. 

  

 

Eligibility  

 

Writers must live in the East Midlands. 

Writers will not be accepted for the service more than once in 
any 3-year period.  

The scheme is open to published or unpublished writers.  

This scheme is open to submissions of prose, poetry, spoken 
word, and creative non-fiction (including life-writing).  
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This scheme is not suitable for applicants who are currently in 
education, studying towards a creative writing related 
qualification. 

Applicants must be over 18 years of age.  

At least one of the mentees will be from a diverse background, 
therefore we particularly welcome applicants who come from an 
under-represented background or community. 

 

Examples of diverse backgrounds: 

• If you identify as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans or 
Queer (LGBTQ) 
 

• If you identify as Black, Asian or minority ethnic 
 

• If you have a disability 
 

• If you come from a socio-economically marginalised 
background, for example if you ever received free 
school meals or if you or your family have ever been 
on income support, homeless or at risk of 
homelessness 

 

• If you have or have ever had refugee status 
 

• If you are currently in prison or have ever spent time 
in prison 
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Writing East Midlands will choose mentees based 
on the following 

 

• The quality of the work submitted  
 

• The chance of publication  
 

(Preference will be shown to writers who provide evidence 
of publisher or agent interest in their work)  
 

• The need to encourage a range and diversity of new 
writing from the East Midlands  
 

 

To Apply  

 

Provide a sample of work of up to 1,500 consecutive words and 
a 1 page synopsis.  

The sample should be the beginning of your piece if you are 
submitting a novel or play etc.  

Spoken word artists can also submit a number of videos, or 
links to videos, to a maximum of 15 minutes.  

Submit the work and synopsis on one document and please do 
not send additional attachments other than the 'Reasons for 
Applying' accompanying document.  

For poetry, please submit 6 poems, to a maximum of 60 lines 
per poem. Please submit all poems on one word document.  
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Please ensure that all references to your name or contact 
details are removed from both uploaded documents as 
submissions are read anonymously.  

Deadline for submissions: 17 July 2022 at midnight. 

Interviews – 7th and 8th September  

 

Interviews will take place on either Zoom or in person.  

 

Please let us know if you have any access needs and we will 
do our very best to accommodate you. 

 

All applicants invited to an interview will be provided with the 
interview questions in advance of the interview itself.  

 

We aim for the process to feel friendly and welcoming. 

 

If you have any questions about the application process or the 
mentoring scheme, please contact 
Aimee@writingeastmidlands.co.uk 

 

Areas where Writing East Midlands can support unsuccessful 
shortlisted applicants will be identified during the selection 
process.  

The selection panel’s decision is final and the panel reserves 
the right not to enter into further correspondence about its 
decisions.  
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